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MurMur--MurMur
President’s Message:
Many things are celebrated in February, but the 
biggest day is Valentine’s Day celebrated on 
February 14 every year. Sweethearts of all ages will 
celebrate by exchanging cards, flowers, candy and 
more in the name of St. Valentine. Have you ever 
wondered how this holiday originated? Believe it 
or not, it originated as a liturgical feast to celebrate 
the decapitation of a third-century Christian martyr, 
or two.

History shows there were several Valentines 
(Valentinus) who died on February 14. Two of 
them were executed during the reign of Roman 
Emperor Claudius II in 269-270 A.D. At the 
time, persecution of Christians was common. 
According to medieval legend, a Roman priest 
named Valentinus was arrested during the reign 
of Emperor Claudius II and placed in the custody 
of an aristocrat named Asterius. Legend states 
Asterius allowed Fr. Valentinus to speak. Fr. 
Valentinus preached about Christ leading pagans 
out of darkness and into the light. Asterius made 
a pact with Valentinus. If Valentinus could cure 
Asterius’s foster-daughter of blindness, he would 
convert. Valentinus put his hands over the girl’s 
eyes and chanted. The girl could see. Asterius and 
his family were baptized. Emperor Claudius II heard 
the news and ordered them all to be executed. 
Valentinus was the only one beheaded.

The love connection probably started more than 
1,000 years after the martyr’s death, when Geoffrey 
Chaucer, author of “The Canterbury Tales,” 
decreed the February Feast of St. Valentinus to 
the mating of birds. Soon, nature loving nobility 

began sending love notes during bird-mating 
season. Shakespeare’s Ophelia referred to herself 
as Hamlet’s valentine and English audiences 
embraced the idea of February mating.

In following centuries, men and women began 
using February 14 as an excuse to write verses 
to the objects of their love. Today, windows are 
decorated with hearts and banners proclaiming 
the day. Shelves are stocked with candy, jewelry, 
flowers and cupid-related merchandise. Like love 
itself, St. Valentine and his reputation as the patron 
saint of love are not things of verifiable history, but 
of faith.

In the hospital, our volunteers show their love of 
people and the hospital through many services. 
Volunteers help patients prepare for outpatient 
surgery, send out mailings of everything from test 
results to newsletters, guide patients and visitors to 
the correct departments, assist with blood drives, 
play bingo with patients at Memorial Care Center, 
work in Medical Affairs and assist with fundraising 
events. These are only a few of the ways volunteers 
show their love every day, not just on February 
14. Thank you to all of the volunteers who give so 
much of themselves and their time to the hospital, 
staff and patients. Happy Valentine’s Day!  

Ann Porter, Auxiliary President
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Front Row: Diane Herr, Kim Hubbard, Les Mehrtens, Ann Porter, Peggy Harris,  
Charlotte Walther, Don Fledott

Back Row: Tami Schuette, Susan Bowers, Judie Louden, Connie Yeager, Chris Hubert,  
Adele Theobald, Mary Virgin, Jean Joseph, Jane Schwebke, Janet Linde

2023 Executive Board
Executive Committee:

President-Ann Porter

Vice President-Les Mehrtens

Recording and Financial Secretary-Charlotte Walther

Corresponding Secretary-Peggy Harris

Chairmen:

Bylaws-Adele Theobald

Care Center-Kim Hubbard

Clerical Services-Mary Virgin

Community Service-Jean Joseph

Educational Assistance-Susan Bowers

Fundraising-Judie Louden

Gift Shop-Connie Yeager

Immediate Past President-Jane Schwebke

Junior Volunteers-Tami Schuette

Membership/Newsletter-Chris Hubert

Memorial Shiloh-Don Feldott

Patient Services-Janet Linde

Support Services-Diane Herr

Visitor Assistance-Karen Juenger

Karen Juenger
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Membership Report
Sympathy
With our condolences to the family and friends, we 
acknowledge the passing of Charter Life member, 
Caroljean Peters, on January 8, 2023.

Membership Numbers:
• 46-Active
• 71-Active/Life
• 2-Junior
• 236-Life 
• 23-Sustaining
• 1-Leave of Absence
• 379-Total

All volunteers are 
needed at the  
BOOK BAZAAR 
It’s time for the 64th annual Book Bazaar. The 
event dates are Wednesday, 

April 5, through Saturday, April 8, at the Belle-Clair 
Fairgrounds Expo Center.

Setup dates are Monday and Tuesday, April 3 and 4.

You will be receiving a letter soon with the details, 
the schedule and work opportunities.

Please clear your calendars and sign up to help 
make this event a success. We continue to receive 
compliments from customers about the event and 
the location. Let’s have another great year!Gift Shop

Lots of "LOVE" is being purchased from all 3 gift 
shops in both Belleville and Shiloh, and February is 
just starting!

We're trying something we have tried in the past 
that seemed to be popular for customers and staff 
alike. For the month of February, "after hour gift 
shop sales" are February 2 for Belleville and 
February 9 for Shiloh. They are 12-hour sales 
from 9 a.m.- 9 p.m. Don't miss out!

Come in and see all the new and different items for 
your Valentine and YOU. Also, make sure you stop 
by the gift shop by the surgical waiting lobby in 
Belleville. It might be handy from where you work.

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY!

Gift Shop hours:
Belleville:
• Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Shiloh:
• Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

MCC Bingo Prize 
Donations Needed
• Cubed Kleenex

• Small Hand Lotions

• Winter Knick Knacks

Palliative Care Unit
Donations needed for patients:

• Nail Polish

• Small Hairbrushes

• Pop-It Fidget Toys
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Quilts
Baby quilts are on display in the Auxiliary Office 
and the Shiloh Gift Shop. These are hand quilted by 
the Auxiliary Quilters. Prices range from $75 - $100.

One baby afghan crocheted in a pale green and 
white is available for $35.

Magazines
Gently used December 2022 or newer magazines 
are needed for our waiting rooms. Children’s 
magazines are also needed. Please do not include 
catalogs. Please bring your donations to the 
Auxiliary Office.

Thank you, Lee Ann Funk, for 
volunteering to sort, label and 
distribute magazines to the 
hospital waiting rooms.
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A message from Mike 
McManus, President, 
Memorial Hospital 
Belleville/Shiloh 
Greetings and Happy New Year to you all! I hope 
everyone had a wonderful holiday season. As many 
of you do, I have made a couple of new year’s 
resolutions. One is the usual resolution we all tend 
to make: eating and drinking better. The second 
one is a focus on building relationships in a more 
positive manner. On that one, I can tell you that 
I have had a few successes but have also failed 
already in a couple of situations, and we are only 
11 days into the new year as I write this. But we are 
all a work in progress no matter our age, aren’t we? 
So, I will keep trying.

Memorial had a very good 2022 in many respects 
- super successful HFAP and Magnet surveys, 
great employee engagement and culture of safety 
survey results, reduced turnover for seven months 
in a row, strong volume growth and new program 
development in spine, cardiac and thoracic surgery. 
And let’s not forget where we started the year, 
with a COVID lockdown in January and February. 
Especially noteworthy is the improvement in our 
clinical outcomes. Earlier in the year, I mentioned 
that our Clinical Excellence Scorecard (an internal 
BJC Health System measure of clinical effectiveness) 
had improved significantly. It has continued 
to improve and is now at an all-time high for 
Memorial! This is something we should all be very 
proud of and something I cannot thank each of you 
enough for achieving!

Pivoting to 2023, I would like to share some of 
the things that we will be focusing on as we strive 
to fulfill our VISION of being a trusted healthcare 
partner delivering the best possible care we can. 

Clearly our top priority continues to be people. 
Filling vacant positions, reducing agency utilization 
and continued improvement in turnover is a must. 
We recently met with BJC recruitment and have 
identified several strategies to implement. It is 
important that Memorial be an active partner with 
these recruitment initiatives. 

Additionally, I am very excited about adding a 
dedicated resource for your wellbeing. Casey 
Biancur started her new role as Memorial Wellbeing 
Coordinator this month. Many thanks to the 
Memorial Foundation for funding this initiative. 

Growth is another key focus in 2023. We have had 
success in bringing many specialists to Memorial 
and absorbing the volume that comes with adding 
specialties will be important.  

The third area of focus in 2023 is continued 
improvement in our equipment and facilities to 
support the growth that we have planned. We are 
rolling out OneView, a patient information platform 
and the electronic ICU and telemetry monitoring 
system in 2023. In addition, we have two to three 
areas on each campus that are either too small or 
outdated to support our growth plans, and we hope 
to advance improvements in those areas in 2023. 

Fulfilling our vision takes tangible actions like 
I described above. Otherwise, our vision is just 
a bunch of words. Best wishes to each of you 
in 2023, and here’s to another year of caring for 
our community!
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Dates to Remember

February 2023
Tues. 07 Blood Drive 10 a.m. − 4 p.m. Community Room Shiloh
Mon. 20 Uniform Show - New Vendor 10 a.m. − 3 p.m. Belleville Auditorium
Tues. 21 Uniform Show 7 a.m. − 3 p.m. Belleville Auditorium
Wed. 22 Uniform Show 7:30 a.m. − 3 p.m. Community Room Shiloh

March 2023
Tues. 07 Blood Drive 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Belleville Auditorium
Mon. 13 Collective Goods 9 a.m. − 3 p.m. Belleville Auditorium
Tues. 14 Collective Goods 7 a.m. − 3 p.m. Belleville Auditorium

April 2023
Mon. 03 Book Bazaar Set-up Auxiliary Warehouse
Tues. 04 Blood Drive 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Community Room Shiloh
Tues. 04 Book Bazaar Set-up Belle Clair Fairgrounds
Wed. 05 Book Bazaar Belle Clair Fairgrounds
Thurs. 06 Book Bazaar Belle Clair Fairgrounds
Fri. 07 Book Bazaar Belle Clair Fairgrounds
Sat. 08 Book Bazaar Belle Clair Fairgrounds

Community Services
Join Oasis and AgeSmart at their Housewarming in 
O'Fallon, Illinois. Help them celebrate the opening 
of their new, permanent Oasis center in partnership 
with AgeSmart! This event will have a few mini-
sessions, food and fun! Bring a friend or two, and 
we'll see you there.

Event: Welcome to the Metro East!

Date: 4-14-2023

Time: 1:00 p.m to 2:30 p.m.

Location: AgeSmart
  801 West State Street
  O’Fallon, Il 62269

Contact: Erin Burton 618.222.2561 ext 138

RSVP at https://st-louis.oasisnet.org/

Erin Burton, MHA
Education Manager | Oasis
Options Counselor | AgeSmart
801 W. State Street | O’Fallon, IL 62269
eburton@oasisnet.org 
www.oasisnet.org 
www.AgeSmart.org


